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Confession and Absolution 
398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 

    Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

    His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

    To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression 

    And rule in equity. 

2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 

To help the poor and needy 

    And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

    Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

    Were precious in His sight. 

3 He shall come down like showers 

    Upon the fruitful earth; 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 

    Spring in His path to birth. 

Before Him on the mountains 

    Shall peace, the herald, go; 

And righteousness in fountains 

    From hill to valley flow. 

4 Kings shall fall down before Him 

    And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 

    His praise all people sing. 

To Him shall prayer unceasing 

    And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

    A kingdom without end. 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 
Text: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 34:1–2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 

P  I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] and shall not be put to shame. 

C  I will bless the LORD at all times;  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

P  My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 

C  Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

P  The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  is now, and will 

be forever. Amen. 

P  I will speak of your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] and shall not be put to shame. 
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Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace 

and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church 

Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

First Reading Revelation 14:6–7 
 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, 

to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 

because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 

water.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Romans 3:19–28 
 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 

stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 

witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 

God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
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 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of 

faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel John 8:31–36 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have 

never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not 

remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God sts. 1–4 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

    And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

Has sworn to work us woe. 

    With craft and dreadful might 
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    He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

2 No strength of ours can match his might. 

    We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is He, 

    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

    God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

    All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

    They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage. 

    His might is doomed to fail; 

    God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 

    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God Himself fights by our side 

    With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

    Though life be wrenched away, 

    They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001274 

Sermon 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

This Sunday, Reformation Sunday and next, All Saints Day, we depart from the sequential reading of Matthew.  This Sunday’s Gospel 

from John is a discussion with the Jews of Jesus’s day about faith and the object of faith, that in which we have faith.  These Jews 

placed their faith in their heritage, having Abraham as an ancestor and their obedience of the Law so that their faith was in the Law, 

not their faith in God.  The Law and their adherence to the Law had become the object of their faith.  Sadly, for some, their faith in the 

Lutheran Confessions, or a particular church or a particular pastor can displace their faith in Jesus, the only proper object of our faith.  

This morning’s gospel challenges us to look at what our faith is in. 

If we were to travel back to Wittenberg in 1517, we’d see Martin Luther, the Pastor, struggling with the sale of indulgences and the 

people’s faith that indulgences were the ticket to heaven.  Indulgences were the good works done by the saints who had gone before 

that could balance out sins.  Indulgences were sold for many reasons.  To generate funds for the Crusades.  To generate funds for 

buildings such as St. Peter’s Cathedral or the Sistine Chapel.  Or even, in this case, to fund the archbishop’s payment for the honor and 

privilege of being the Archbishop of Mainz.  There were also indulgences for visiting religious sites, and viewing relics, items 

attributed to the lives of the saints or even to Jesus’s life.  And there were also Plenary Indulgences, a “get into heaven free card” for 

fighting in the crusades and other acts identified by the church.  Instead of having Faith in Jesus to save us, Luther’s congregants were 

placing their faith in their works or the indulgences they could buy, for their salvation. 

If we go back further into Luther’s life, we see Luther joining a monastery to live a life considered at the time to be more pure, more 

holy than the career Luther’s Father, Hans, had in mind for young Martin, being a lawyer and working in the family business.  We’d 

see Luther’s days in the monastery filled with angst, because Luther saw his sins as so many and his ability to balance them out so 

limited.  We’d see Luther driven to despair by his sins, sins he could not seem to overcome.  Driven to despair because the law always 

accuses.  We’d hear Luther’s confessor pointing Luther back into the Word of God, where Luther would come to understand his 

salvation was a freely given gift.  We’d hear Luther’s three solas, sola gratia, grace alone, sola fide, faith alone, and sola scriptura, 

scripture alone. 

This morning, we turn our attention to sola fide, faith alone.  And we ask ourselves the tough question “what is my faith truly in?”  In 

this morning’s gospel, we hear the Jews of Jesus’s time put their faith in their heritage, being biological descendants of Abraham, 

which leads them to the puzzling statement “We have never been slaves to anyone”.  In their desire to justify themselves, their slavery 

in Egypt and Babylonian Captivity doesn’t enter their minds nor does Roman Occupation.  The Law had become something that they 

followed.  And not only followed, but built more rules around to keep from somehow, accidently, breaking the Law itself.  Their faith 

was in the Law.  And that is how insidious the law is.  The Law comes naturally to us.  We are confident that can follow the Law and 

we can justify our actions under the Law.  I might not be perfect, but I am better than so and so.  And yet, as Paul tells the Romans 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 

the law comes knowledge of sin.   

Instead of having faith in God, they had faith in the law.  Instead of the Law showing their sin and their need for a savior, their faith 

was in the law.  And so, they didn’t feel a need for savior to set them free.  They didn’t need Jesus to save them. 

Most of us have been through confirmation class, so we know that Luther organized the catechisms with the 10 Commandments, the 

Law, first to show us our sins and our need for a Savior.  Then the Apostles’ Creed to tell us who our God and Savior is, and then the 

Lord’s Prayer that we might ask for our needs as children ask their dear father.  But like the people of Israel, and the Jews of Jesus’s 

day, it is easy to drift, especially these days given America’s affluence.  The American culture catechizes us every day, teaching us to 
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live for today, to be consumers, to compete, to worship the individual and our ability to choose as tantamount to the life well lived.  

The world catechizes us to make our own right and wrong, that abortion is ok, that sex between any two consenting adults outside of 

marriage is fine, that our individual self-fulfillment is most important.  It is tempting to put our faith in ourselves.  After all, America’s 

proud heritage is the self-made man or woman, someone who relies only on himself or herself and overcomes adversity. 

There is also the temptation to put our faith in our faith, our religion.  As Lutherans we proudly confess Luther’s solas and the Book of 

Concord as a true exposition of the Word of God as the norm and rule for faith.  But does our faith stop with our Lutheran teachings?  

Do we have head knowledge alone or head and heart knowledge of Jesus as our Savior?  Are our Lutheran teachings truly the lens by 

which we clearly see Jesus and place our faith in His redemptive work?  Is the church, gathered here, the object of our faith?  Some 

place their faith in being on the church roll as a guarantee of everlasting life but never see the necessity of regularly and routinely 

being fed by Word and Sacrament ministry.  Others place their faith in their activity, their service, to the church.  Is worship the 

foundation of your life or another activity to fit in when convenient?  In response God’s gift of salvation, are prayer and Bible Study 

part of your daily routine or something that get’s pushed off by cares and concerns of this world? 

Our faith must be in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, the one to whom we look for all good and in which we find refuge in all need. 

God sent Jesus into our flesh to take all our sins, including our faith in anything besides Jesus to the cross to suffer God’s wrath that 

we may be reconciled to the Father.  God calls us through the waters of baptism to be His own dear children, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit working faith in our hearts, faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  The 

Holy Spirit then calls, gathers, enlightens and makes holy the whole Christian church, including you and me, and keeps it with Jesus 

Christ in the one true faith. 

Just as Jesus tells his hearers in the Gospel, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.”  Jesus calls us to be in His Word, to read and study the Scriptures as a love letter written to each of us and 

to actively partake of Word and Sacrament ministry.  As we abide in Jesus, we are set free from sin, not by our own efforts, but by the 

power of the Gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit building and strengthening our faith.  And abiding in God’s word, our faith trusts 

Jesus’s promise as our Savior “if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”.  Amen.   

And now may the peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life everlasting.  

Amen.   

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
Having confidence in our justification by grace through faith and having access to the Father in Jesus’ name, let us turn our hearts 

in prayer on behalf of ourselves, the Church and all people according to their needs. 

Brief silence 

O almighty God, You have shown Your faithfulness by raising up those in every generation who call Your Church to repentance 

and renewal. Continue to raise up voices in our own day who herald the truth of Your Word and proclaim the faith in purity and truth 

against all enemies. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Everlasting Father, You do not desire the death of the sinner but want all to come to faith and life in Christ. Raise up faithful 

pastors who will preach Your Word without fail and teach the doctrine delivered to the saints, that many may hear and believe. Lord, 

in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful Lord, Your Word has been the light and salvation throughout the ages. Help us to bring Your grace to those in darkness, 

and grant them freedom through the forgiveness of their sins. Bless the missionaries serving far and near and the new congregations 

they establish in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

God of power and might, You have established governments and the order of law for the protection of all people and to preserve 

the freedom to worship You in spirit and in truth. Grant to Donald, our president; JB,  our governor; the Congress of these United 

States; and the legislature of our state wisdom, humility and integrity, that all may enjoy true justice and the protection of life from its 

conception to its natural end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy and gracious God, Your power is revealed chiefly in showing mercy to those in need. Give to the sick healing, to the 

troubled peace, to the grieving comfort and to the dying peace. Hear us on behalf of Pat, recovering from neck surgery, Sharon, 

recovering from shoulder surgery, Lucy and Jane who may have Covid, Alayna as she struggles with medical problems, the family 

and friends of Linda at her death, the family and friends of Allan at his death, and those we name in our hearts before You. According 

to Your gracious promise, grant patience to those in tribulation and trial. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, You have given great gifts to Your people and provided resources to provide for their own needs and for the 

poor. Bless the agencies and programs of Your Church by which Your people give aid and support to those in need. Help us to provide 

gainful employment to all people, that they may enjoy the fruits of their labors and honor You with the works of their hands. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gracious God and Father, Your own Son has set His table among us and gives His own flesh and blood to be the bread of heaven 

that feeds us everlasting life and the cup of salvation in which our thirst is satisfied forever. Give us Your Holy Spirit, that we may 

commune worthily and in repentance and faith feast upon His Holy Sacrament. Bring us at last to that day when all earthly divisions 
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will cease and we will be one people before the altar of the Lord. Until that day, preserve among us Your Word and Sacraments. Lord, 

in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O faithful Lord, throughout the ages You spoke hope through the prophets until that day when You delivered up Your own Son to 

be our Savior and Redeemer. Bless those who are just learning the Gospel, and bless us with the desire to know and keep Your Word. 

Encourage Your people to avail themselves of the grace of confession and absolution so that they may forgive one another and live in 

the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Almighty God and Father, we pray You to grant us all good things that will benefit us in body and soul and to prevent anything 

harmful to us or to our salvation. Teach us to live in contentment with Your will and purpose and in the freedom You alone supply to 

serve You with all our heart, mind, body and soul; all these things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you.     C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.      C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave 

and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 

You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 

from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
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     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
Sit 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 
1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 

    For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 

    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 

    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 

    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously and gladden 

    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 

    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001274 

555 Salvation unto Us Has Come 
1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 

Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 

2 What God did in His Law demand 

    And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 

    For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires 

The spirit of the Law requires, 

    And lost is our condition. 

3 It was a false, misleading dream 

    That God His Law had given 

That sinners could themselves redeem 

    And by their works gain heaven. 

The Law is but a mirror bright 

To bring the inbred sin to light 

    That lurks within our nature. 

4 From sin our flesh could not abstain, 

    Sin held its sway unceasing; 

The task was useless and in vain, 

    Our guilt was e’er increasing. 

None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 

Or purify our guileful heart— 

    So deep is our corruption. 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 
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And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow

. 
Text: Public domain 

Stand 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 

    Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 

    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms, and feeding thousands 

    With the very Bread of peace. 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the One who drove out demons 

    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 

    To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this Well comes living water, 

    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

    That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

    Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, 

    Praise the One who makes us one. 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001274 
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