Confession and Absolution

912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone
1  Christ is our cornerstone,
On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone
The courts of heav’n are filled.
On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace
And joys above.
2 Here may we gain from heav’n
The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv’'n,
Be with us evermore
Until that day
When all the blest
To endless rest
Are called away.
A3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long,

That glorious name.
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
(P In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 151
(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Absolution LSB 151

P

Stand

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
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Psalm 118:22-24; antiphon: v. 1

Oh give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

s it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Oh give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)
(P)

Sit

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us when
we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Old Testament Reading

!Let me sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
and he looked for it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it?
When | looked for it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
>And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured,
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
6 will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and briers and thorns shall grow up;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice,
but behold, bloodshed;
for righteousness,
but behold, an outcry!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Isaiah 5:1-7

Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: °circumcised on the eighth
day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; %as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. ‘But whatever gain |
had, 1 counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
that depends on faith— °that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, !that by any means possible | may attain the resurrection
from the dead.



12Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. **Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my own.
But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, **1 press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 21:33-46
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

%3[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a
fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another
country. 3*When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. **And
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 3¢Again he sent other
servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 3’Finally he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” 3*And they took him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. ““When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” *'They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

#2Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

“3Therefore 1 tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing
its fruits. “*And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it
will crush him.”

“SWhen the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking
about them. “°And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held
him to be a prophet.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,



by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
664 Fight the Good Fight
1  Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Your joy and crown eternally.
2  Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
3  Cast care aside, lean on your guide;
His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove
Christ is your life and Christ your love.
4  Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changes not who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see
That Christ is all eternally.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Grace, Mercy, and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Most of us have gone through something that caused us to re-evaluate our lives. It may have been a near death
experience. It may have been a death. It may have been a mid-life crisis. We’ve gotten older and hit a birthday
that causes us to stop and think “Is my life what I thought it would be?”” For me, those are usually the 5
birthdays, 45, 55, and soon enough 65. For others, it is 0 birthdays, 40, 50, 60 and so on.

In today’s Epistle, Paul re-evaluates his life. From a Jewish perspective, he was a dedicated, disciplined
follower of God’s Law, with lots of trophies, lots of medals, if you will. Lots of proud accomplishments. And



then, Paul gets knocked off his high horse while traveling to Damascus to show his fierce opposition to and to
persecute the Christians. Then Paul meets Jesus. And that changes everything. Jesus changes everything.

Throughout Paul’s ministry, Paul faced off with the Judaizes, those who taught that following God’s Law led to
salvation. Judaizers wanted the early church to remain faithful to God’s Law to earn their salvation. In the
minds of the Romans, Christianity was a sect of Judaism, just as the Pharisees and the Sadducees were. Jesus
was a devout Jew, but with a big difference. Unlike you and I, Jesus could and did follow God’s Law
completely. Jesus had to follow God’s Law completely so He could die to be our substitute. That is what God
sent Jesus for. To die for your sins and my sins and this sins of the whole world across all time. To be the all-
availing sacrifice, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world as we will proclaim in the Service of
the Sacrament in a bit. Your righteousness before God is solely God’s Work. On the other hand, your
righteousness before man is your work. You are to be righteous with each other, to love and serve each other.
These are the good works in Ephesians 2:10 “1° For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” following Paul’s explanation of how you
become righteous before God in verse 8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, ® not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

When we reflect on our lives, we see our sinfulness. When we wanted more and were not content with what we
have, especially relationships and possessions. When we placed our wants over the needs of others. When our
lives in this world were more important than eternal life. When we trusted in things and ourselves more than
God. When we got our priorities wrong and focused on things other than God’s Word and Sacraments. When
we fell short of loving God and trusting God for all that we need for this life. When we lacked the discipline to
be a disciple. When we sat back and rested on our laurels instead of being on God’s Mission with urgency,
knowing that the time is short.

Paul doesn’t rest on his laurels. Paul is a well-disciplined disciple. Paul responds to his relationship with Jesus,
assured of his own salvation. Paul is not trying to earn his righteousness before God. Paul’s justification is
certain. God provides everything that Paul needs for this life and life everlasting. God made the first move.
God sent His Spirit to bring Paul to faith, just as you and I were brought to faith. God called Paul to be
baptized, just as you and | were called and baptized. Paul worked in God’s Kingdom, on God’s Mission of
Salvation. And God has work for you to do. You are uniquely gifted. God places you in unique relationships.
The Holy Spirit gives you unique opportunities to tell others about Jesus. Hymn 826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus
Crying verse 2 says it well:

2 If you cannot speak like angels,
If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,
You can say He died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked
With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children
To the Savior’s waiting arms.

How does this apply to your life? First and foremost, salvation, justification, is a freely given gift. God knew
mankind would sin. God created you to save you from your sins. God sent Jesus to be like you in everything
except sin. Jesus fulfilled the Law yet died on the cross to be your substitute. The perfect for the imperfect.
God raised Jesus from the dead to show He had conquered sin, death and the devil. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
15:20-22 “?9But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

2L For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. ?? For as in Adam all die, so
also in Christ shall all be made alive.”



In Baptism, like Paul, Christ Jesus made you His own (Philippians 3:12). You became God’s dear child, an heir
of everlasting life. Baptism is God’s Work alone. Most of you were baptized as a baby. You couldn’t
contribute or mess it up. Thus, as Peter writes in 1 Peter 3:21-22 “! Baptism, which corresponds to this
[referring to Noah and the flood], now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subjected to him.”

Paul set an example for us. Paul doesn’t take his faith for granted. Paul knows that it takes discipline to be a
disciple of Jesus. Paul has turned his back on the very things that were his religion, those things which had
previously brought him joy and confidence. Paul had been taught that he was responsible for his faith and Paul
took that very seriously, both before and after. What lies in the past, before his conversion, remains in the past.
Those sins have been forgiven. In 1 Corinthians 15:9-10, Paul writes “° For | am the least of the apostles,
unworthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. ° But by the grace of God | am what
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was
not I, but the grace of God that is with me.” God poured out His grace on Paul. Paul doesn’t fret or get bogged
down with the past. Paul looks forward. Looking forward to serving God, being drawn closer to God, and in
the end, everlasting life. Paul knows the gift of God’s grace through Jesus Christ our Lord is his salvation. And
in response, Paul presses forward. He doesn’t take his faith for granted.

You are a forgiven child of God, by the grace of God. God calls you to press forward, loving God and your
neighbor. The Holy Spirit moves you to be in God’s Word and Prayer. The Holy Spirit leads you to repent and
confess your sins and receive God’s forgiveness, for the sake of Jesus who died and rose for your salvation. In
joyful response, you love God and your neighbor as you press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus. Amen.

May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your heart and mind in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Stand
Prayer of the Church
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, the vineyard of the Lord’s planting, that by the sacrifice of Christ and the comfort of His Spirit,
she may yield much fruit for His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For confidence to share in the sufferings of Jesus Christ, who died to make us His own, that we may also know
the power of His resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all orphans, that they would be given a safe place in which to grow and thrive; and for generous couples,
who will give them permanent homes through adoption, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For our president, our governor, and all elected and appointed leaders, that the light of the Lord may shine upon
our nation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For strong hearts to heed the pruning Law of the Lord, that we may never presume to sin nor trust in our own
deeds but look to the rainfall of His grace for our source of life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For zeal directed by the Gospel of Christ and hands strengthened to accomplish the fruitful work of God in this
barren world, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For all who commune, that faith may be strengthened and love renewed until at last we feast with all the saints
in His everlasting presence, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.



Merciful Lord, You sing the song of Your love over the vineyard of Your Church. Lift her united voice through
Your Spirit, that she in turn would freely praise Your lavish grace and proclaim Your salvation beyond her
walls; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Offertory LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 160
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all
things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and
rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy
we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ~}- blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in
the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those
who come to receive, saying:

Left Column LSB 164
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your
sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
The Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.



Amen.

566 By Grace I’'m Saved
1 By grace I’'m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?
No! Then this word must true remain:
By grace you too will life obtain.
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;
His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.
3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,
Came down to earth to bear our sin.
Was it because of your own merit
That Jesus died your soul to win?
No, it was grace, and grace alone,
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne.
4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain;
As long as God is true, it stands.
What saints have penned by inspiration,
What in His Word our God commands,
Our faith in what our God has done
Depends on grace—grace through His Son.
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s Vvoice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since | am saved by grace alone.
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709-61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave

1 God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;



His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5 Ifyou are sick, if death is near,

This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

A6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blesséd Trinity,

Be praise now and eternally!
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

Stand
Thank the Lord LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Benediction LSB 166
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.
Amen.
739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
1 Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,;
I am tired, | am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light.
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.
2 When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call;
Hold my hand lest I fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.
3 When the darkness appears
And the night draws near
And the day is almost gone,
At the river I stand;



Guide my feet, hold my hand,

Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home.
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993
Text: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001274
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