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Confession and Absolution 
383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

1 A great and mighty wonder, 

    A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant 

    With virgin honor pure! Refrain 

ref Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 

“To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth!” 

2 The Word becomes incarnate 

    And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems 

    To shepherds from the sky. Refrain 

3 While thus they sing your Monarch, 

    Those bright angelic bands, 

Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 

    And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain 

4 Since all He comes to ransom, 

    By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl’em, 

    The Savior and the Lord. Refrain 

5 All idols then shall perish 

    And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, 

    Decreeing endless peace. Refrain 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen. 
Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth open, that 

salvation and righteousness may bear fruit. 

C The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. In them he 

has set a tent for the sun, 

P which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with 

joy. 

C Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing 

hidden from its heat. 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth open, that 

salvation and righteousness may bear fruit. 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us 

down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding 

enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with 

you.” 

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus 

says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my 

dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of 

the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 

me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of 

hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people 

Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. 

And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be 

disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the 

LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . . 
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 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 

established forever.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Epistle Romans 16:25–27 

 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been 

disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was 

greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who 

was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 

servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
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     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon 

Grace, Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.   
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One of my favorite Big Bang Theory episodes is the Bad Fish Paradigm episode.  While Sheldon always avoids 

secrets, Penny shares a secret about her and Leonard’s first date.  Sheldon couldn’t keep a secret, especially 

from his roommate, Leonard.  Long story short, Sheldon moves out of the apartment and in with Raj then 

Howard to keep Penny’s secret.  Eventually, Sheldon’s annoying personality forces Sheldon back into the 

apartment with Leonard.  Finally, Sheldon blabs Penny’s secret that Penny is afraid of being intellectually 

inferior to Leonard. 

Can I let you in on a secret?  What response does that statement evoke within you?  Are you excited to be in the 

know?  Are you good at keeping secrets?  Or are you one, like Sheldon, that can’t keep a secret? 

Some secrets are harder to keep than others.  If the secret is about someone you are particularly fond of, it may 

be easier to keep.  If the secret will hurt someone you love, it may be easier to keep. 

This morning, Paul lets the Romans in on a secret.  A secret kept from the gentiles for many, many years.  But a 

secret that the Jews knew all too well.  A secret that you know all too well. 

Of course, it wasn’t really a secret.  Paul had been spilling the beans all over the Roman Empire.  In this 

doxology to close the book of Romans, Paul prays and praises God for revealing God’s Plan of Salvation to the 

entire world.  Paul traces God revealing Himself through the Old Testament into the New Testament and to Paul 

himself, calling the gospel “my gospel”.  Indeed, this gospel, hidden from the Gentiles, was evangelized to all 

people at God’s Command.  John 20:21-23 “21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, even so I am sending you.’ 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness 

from any, it is withheld.’” And Matthew 28:18-20 “8 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[b] the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” 

But every day, God’s plan of salvation seems to become a bigger and bigger secret.  In America, self-identified 

Christians are becoming fewer and fewer, down to 63% in 2021 Pew Surveys.  The number of people who 

claim no religious affiliation has increased to 29%.  Those percentages were 78% and 16% in 2007.  More and 

more every day, you are increasingly likely to speak to someone who has no idea about Jesus.  Even though the 

world celebrates Christmas every year, the true story, the real reason for the season, is being lost. 

While the church may be tempted to wring our hands and cry “woe is me”, we are returning to the days and 

difficulties that the early church faced.  Days when Jesus was not accepted in the public marketplace of ideas.  

Days when the apostles and other Christians faced persecution for their beliefs.  Whether you believe 

government persecution will come in America or not, in the back of our minds, to some extent, that day has 

arrived.  Just this week, after Pope Francis announced blessings for same sex couples, Newsweek published a 

quote from a British Roman Catholic Cardinal who blasted the US and other countries "I believe that today, 

Jesus would not be condemned only because he is a Messiah," he said. "He would in Canada or the United 

States or European countries go to prison because he spoke out the truth about the marriage between a man and 

a woman." 

Under persecution, Christians stood out.  Christians made a different in the lives of others.  Their beliefs were 

so important to them that they were willing lay down their lives.  The secret that Jesus died for their sins and the 

sins of the whole world was such good news, they couldn’t keep it a secret.  They had to tell others.  That secret 

changed their lives.  That secret changed my life.  That secret changes your life. 

And yet, there are times when we want to keep Jesus a secret.  Times when we’re not sure the message will be 

well received.  Times when we’re not sure that we have the details down pat.  Times when we miss the 

opportunity because we didn’t recognize it.  Times when we didn’t want to be the odd man out. 

But the truth always comes out.  In Luke 19(38-40), during the Triumphal Entry, the disciples are rejoicing and 

praising God as Jesus enters Jersualem, “38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24211b
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Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, 

rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

Sometimes, when you least expect it, the Holy Spirit speaks the gospel through you.  Times when you don’t 

want to.  Times when it just feels awkward.  Times when you are so afraid of making a mistake, of blowing the 

only chance.  But the Holy Spirit not only gives you the words but causes those words to work faith in the 

hearer.  Isaiah 55:10-11 is in play “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall 

my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

And what exactly is the secret?  In Paul’s words to Timothy (1 Timothy 1:15)“ 15 The saying is trustworthy and 

deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost”.  

Paul had just confessed to being a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent.  What are your big sins?  

Coveting God’s gifts that have not been given you?  Having other gods to whom you turn for all good things 

and in times of trouble?  Misusing the name of the Lord your God?  Not being in God’s Word and prayer?  

Failing to respect authorities?  Not caring for others?  Misusing your sexuality?  Taking things that aren’t 

yours?  Gossiping or not explaining the actions of others favorably?  Jesus died for Paul’s sins, most of which 

sound much worse than your sins and my sins.  And Jesus died for your sins.  No matter how big or small.  No 

matter how frequent or infrequent.  Not to give you permission to sin.  No.  Not at all.  But instead, 1 John 2:1-2 

“My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

The secret is out.  Jesus died for your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Jesus reconciled you to the Father.  

And that Good News is far too good to keep to yourself.  That Good News can’t be kept to yourself.  That Good 

News assures you that your sins are forgiven, and you will spend eternity with God.  Amen.  The peace of God 

will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life everlasting.  Amen. 

Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

O Lord, our God, nothing is impossible with You. Grant us faith to believe Your Word and follow the example 

of Your servant Mary, to receive the miraculous gift of Your Son, our Immanuel. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

Eternal God, Encourage, comfort and strengthen all who hear Your Word. Grant faith to those who do not know 

You, both here and abroad, that all peoples may sing to Your name and extol Your goodness. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

O Lord, our God, bless our Pastors and leaders, that like the angel Gabriel, they may be faithful messengers of 

Your Good News. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O Lord, our God, let Your favor rest upon all pregnant women and mothers of young children, that they may 

rejoice in the blessing of new life You give. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 



Fourth Sunday of Advent       December 24, 2023 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Harvel, IL 7 Pastor Nehring 

Lord of lords, by the reign of Your Son You govern all things in heaven and earth. Raise up true Davids among 

us to govern our land in faithfulness and in humble strength to do Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

O Lord, our God, uphold [_____________ and] all who suffer in mind or body. Give them the knowledge of 

Christ, their Immanuel, who is with them in their trials. Grant them health and healing in accord with Your 

perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O Lord, our God, give us joy that as surely as Your Son was conceived in blessed Mary at Your Word, so He 

comes us in Word and Sacrament ministry. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He 

comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the 

Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
Sit 

Distribution 
636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 

Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 

    There with joy your praises render. 

Bless the One whose grace unbounded 

This amazing banquet founded; 

    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 

    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 

And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 

    For with words of life immortal 

    He is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before Him, 

Saying, as you there adore Him: 

    Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, 

    That I nevermore will leave You. 

3 He who craves a precious treasure 

Neither cost nor pain will measure; 

    But the priceless gifts of heaven 

    God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 

None could buy the gifts here offered: 

    Christ’s true body, for you riven, 

    And His blood, for you once given. 

4 Now in faith I humbly ponder 

Over this surpassing wonder 

    That the bread of life is boundless 

    Though the souls it feeds are countless: 

With the choicest wine of heaven 

Christ’s own blood to us is given. 

    Oh, most glorious consolation, 

    Pledge and seal of my salvation! 

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 
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Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored, never leave You. 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

    On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001274 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8): Public domain 

Stand 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And with thy spirit. 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
370 What Child Is This 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Text: Public domain 
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